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No. 22944-G. 

J. E. PARKINSON, Esq., M.A., 

U nder- Secretary to Government, Punjab, 


The CURATOR, CENTRAL MUSEUM, 

LAHORE. 


Dated the 22nd October , 1936. 

Subject : — Annual report on the working of the Central 
Museum, Lahore , for the year 1935-36. 


Sib, 


I am directed by the Punjab Government (Ministry of 
Education) to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 849-1-1, 
dated the 18th August, 1936, forwarding your report on the 
working of the Central Museum, Lahore, for the year 1935-36 
and to convey the following observations of Government there- 
on : — 


In 1934-35 the number of visitors to the Museum increased 
. bv 18,833 to 266,699 ; in 1935-36 the number 

Vuilor ‘- has fallen by 14,307 to 252,392. This maybe 

due partly to the closing of the Museum for two more days in 
the year owing to unusual circumstances. The attendance on 
the “ Zenana ” days also has gone down by 960 to 6,249, the 
daily average having fallen from 600 to 521. No special reason 
has been assigned for this fall. The number of students, how- 
ever, who visited the Museum on student’s day has increased 
by eighty-five to 786 against 701 of last year. Government 
hope that attempt* will be made to make the Museum attractive 
and popular. 


It is gratifying to note 
„ , , . was excellent. 

Conduct of the 
Public* 


that the conduct of the visitors 


The programme of educational work included fourteen lec- 

Ed ationai work ^ ures °* which eleven were delivered. It is 
uc * satisfactory to note that the series was success- 

ful and that the average attendance per lecture was 204 against 

O&l. 01(54731 
L Ul- 
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190 for the previous year, and 157 for 1933-34. The number 
of sets of slides issued during the year shows a fall from fifty- 
five to thirty-five and calls for attention, as the slides can he 
very usefully employed for educational work. The existence of 
so excellent a library of slides might he more widely broadcast 
over the province. 

The Museum has acquired during the year many interesting 
. . . . sculptures, textiles, paintings and manuscripts. 

0 ' Several of these have been purchased. Among 

the sculptures mention may he made of eighteen old terra-cotta 
heads obtained from an antique Buddhist site near Jammu and 
a stone torso of Varaha Avatara for the Brahnianic section. 
In addition to several paintings, a Inin manuscript, an old Per- 
sian manuscript and several additions to the textile section 
deserve mention. Government acknowledge with thanks the 
kindness of Major J. C. Mullaly, 10/1 fit h Punjab Regiment, 
Sialkot, in presenting to the Museum two wooden figures from 
Bimborat Xullah, (Jhitral. Five gold coins, forty-five silver 
coins and seven copper coins have been added to the valuable 
collection of coins and the thanks of the Ministry are due to the 
various Governments for their presentations. 

Mr. IS. F. Markham, Empire Secretary, Museums Association 
vuit of the aii( l Mr. H. Hargreaves, late Archaeological 
M meam Experts. Survey of India, who toured India in 1935, for 
the purpose of compiling a directory and making 
a survey of the Museums of India, visited the Museum on 
several occasions. Finding that treasures of great artistic, 
historical and archaeological value were fast deteriorating, they 
felt obliged to address the Director of Public Instruction regard- 
ing the necessity of instituting a regular audit of the more 
valuable portable specimens, providing air-tight and moth-proof 
cases for the more valuable textiles and publishing a brief guide, 
or “ What to See ” leaflet for the use of visitors These sugges- 
tions have been carried out to a certain extent during the year 
under report. Action to preserve certain exhibits from deteriora- 
tion and decay has been taken and the wood -work lias been 
chemically treated by the Assistant to the Entomologist to the 
Punjab Government. The Curator is engaged in preparing a 
complete descriptive list of the objects that are exhibited in the 
Tibetan, Brahmanic, Jain and the Inscription galleries. 

The cost of the maintenance of the Museum to Government 
Finance. slightly fell from Rs. 19,600 to Rs. 1* 120 and 

the receipts rose appreciably from Rs. 9,250 to 
Rs. 11,339 on account of sale-proceeds of duplicate and surplus 
coins. The income is derived mainly from the sale-proceeds of 
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tickets. Air. S. N. Gupta remained in charge of the Museum 
as Officiating Curator till Kith February, 193(i. The work done 
by him in re-arranging the bronzes was approved by the Museum 
Development Committee. Mr. S. X. Gupta was relieved on 
17th February, 193(1, by Dr. Iv. X. Sita Bam, who during his 
long leave in England catalogued the Amaravati sculptures at 
the British Museum. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. E. PARKIXSOX, 
Under-Secretary to Government, Punjab. 








Report on the 

Working of the Central Museum, Lahore, 

for the year 1 935-36. 

I took over charge from the Officiating Curator on the 
forenoon of the 17th February, 1936, after having been on leave 
5®- India from 1st August, 193 I to 16th February 1936. Most of 
this period was spent in the British Isles during which I cata- 
logued the Amaravati sculptures at the British Museum as well 
as more than four dozen public and private collections of 
Indian artistic and archaeological material like those at the 
Buckingham Palace, the Royal Scottish Museum. Edinburgh 
and the Museums of Dublin. Belfast, Manchester, Glasgow. 
Liverpool, Birmingham, Elgin, etc. I also lectured at the India 
Society and other places and finished a book called “ Studies in 
Asiatic Culture' ’ . 

1. A meeting of the Museum Development Committee 

Museum Develop- was held 0,1 the ^hh April 1935. It discussed 
ment*Committee P the suggestions of Dr. Fabri and approved of the 
work done by the officiating Curator in the 
re-arrangement of the Bronze gallery. It suggested that the 
cleaning of the antiquities may b> tried through Dr. Dunnicliff. 
that picture post-cards of notable exhibits be printed and that 
the ideal of the Museum should he mainly historic, arclveologieal 
and artistic. 


2 . 

Vuitors. 


The number of visitors for the year totalled 232.392. 
the daily average being 719. The following 
are the figures for the last five years : — 


1931- 32 

1932- 33 

1933- 31 

1934- 35 

1935- 36 


5 15,832 
258,055 
247,866 
266,699 
252,392 


The Museum remained closed for 15 days during the year 
to the public. The 15th of every mouth was as usual devoted 
for cleaning purposes. In addition to the Xmas day, the 
Museum remained completely closed also on the 2 1st and 28th 
January, 1936, because of the demise and the funeral of His Late 
Majesty King George the Fifth of glorious memory. 


The turnstile of the Museum recorded the highest attend- 
ance on Sunday the 29th March, 1936. This was f,570. 
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3. As usual the first Monday of every month was observed 
as a Zenana day for Purdah Yashin ladies and 
Z *”* BE * 3fty " the daily average was '»21. The following is the 
attendance for the last, five vears : — 


1931-32 

• • 

• . 

9,232 

1932-33 

. . 

, , 

9,2 17 

1933-34 

• • 

. , 

7,19* 

1934-35 

. . 

. . 

7.209 

1935-36 

. • 

. . 

6,219 


f. As prominent among the distinguished visitors to the 
Museum mav be mentioned 

Distinguished 

Visitors. 

1. The members of the Aush-o- American Trans-Asia 
Expedition. 

2. Two members deputed by the Museums Association of 

Great Britain to survey the Indian Museums. 

3. Director of Archaeology, Mysore State. 

1. Baron Yon Yeltheim. 


5. Major E. Yeats Brown. 

6. Rao Bahadur K. V. llangaswami Aivangar. 

5. There was nothing unusual in the conduct of the public 

either for condemnation or jubilation. 

Conduct of the 
Public. 

6. The programme of lectures during the year under 

. report was as follows : — 

Educational 

Work. 


Dak, Lecturer. Subject. 

13th Nott., 1936 ... Mr. Satva Vrala, M.A. . Educational Films — 

(1) Glaoier National Park, 
U. S. A. 


(2) Safety at sea. 

(3) Golf Widows (Comic). 

(4) Waterfalls of Yesomite. 


aoth 

„ 1835 

... Dr. ltudy van Brakoll Buys. 
M.A., Litt., etc. 

Ramayanaand Homer* 

27th 

„ 19*6 

... Miss K. B. Fim/.mUDiii, M.A., 
JI.O.L. 

To be notified later on. 

4th User., 1986 

Mr. Ram Cliatid Mamdianda, 
B.A., LL.B. 

The Romance of Ajmer and 
Pushkar Raj. 

11th 

„ 1935 

... Mrs. I. Durga Par-had 

Women of the Orient. 

18th 

„ 1935 

H, W. Hogg, Es |uire, O.B.E. .. 

Is Scouting Jingoism ? 

8th Jany., 1936 

... Mrs. Sita Ram Kolili, H.A. ... 

Lahore —Past and Presents 

10th 

„ 1936 

R. S. Lala s.,han Lai, B.A., B.T. 

Burma. 

32nd 

„ 1936 

... Dr. Raghuvira, D. Litt. 

The Ever Changing Frontiers of 


India. 
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Date. 


Lecturer. 


Bubjtci. 


29th Jam . 1930 


5th Feby.! 1936 
12th 1936 

19th „ 1936 
26th „ 1936 


Mr. Sat.va Vrata, M.A. 


Mrs. 1\ Ilhalla, M.A. 

Prof. Sita Uam Kohli, M.A. 

Prof. E. C. Diokinson, M.A. . 
Airs. Partap Singh 


Educational Films— 

(1) Fire Walkers of Beqa. 

(2) Mr. Outing Instructs 

(Home industries of 

Japan). 

(3) Killing the Killer. 

(4) Wandering Papas (Comic). 
The Earthquake at Quetta. 

Some Lights on Ancient Indian 
Art. 

the People’s Art of Old Japan. 
Hie British Empire (Punjabi). 


Only eleven ‘lectures were delivered out <>t’ the fourteen 
arranged for the year. It was not possible for Mrs. P. Bhalla, 
Mrs. Partap Singh and Professor Sita llam Kohli, to deliver their 
lectures and so they had to he cancelled. The thanks of the 
Lantern Lecture Committee are due to Miss K. B, Firoz-ud-Diu 
even though her lecture had to he postponed to 5th February, 
1936, as well as to Mrs. I. Durga Parshad, the date of whose 
lecture also had to he shifted from 11th December, 1935, to 18th 
February, 1936 because of a communal disturbance. These lectures 
were immensely popular, so also was that oL' it. S. Lala Sohan 
Lai. The thanks of the committee are also due to all the 
other lecturers Avho heartily co-operated to make this series a 
success. 

It was gratifying to note tiiat the average attendance per 
lecture was 201 as against 190 of the previous year. Thirty-five 
sets of slides were loaned to twenty-one borrowers and six new 
sets were prepared. The figures for the last three years are as 
follows : — 


Vear. 

! 

Average 

attendance. 

No. of "et" 
issued. 

No. of Borrow- , 
ers i 

i 

No. of new 
sets. 

1933-34 

157 

62 

36 

8 

1934-35 

190 

53 

33 

7 

1935-36 

204 

35 

21 

6 


7. The total attendance of students who visited the Museum 
on this day was 786 as against 701 of the previous 
Student’* day. year. The nuifiber of student visitors during the 
year previous to the last was 739. 
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8. The Punjab Pine Art Society held its Fourteenth Annual 

... . Exhibition in the New Picture Gallery from 

3 s *' maIS 24th February to 9th March, 1936. The visitors 

averaged 43 per day and the number of exhibits was 441. 

Acquisitions - 

The List of acquisitions during the year is appended to the 
report ,— vide appendices “B’ ; and “C”. 

9. Nineteen terra-cotta heads (Plate 1) from an antique 

.. Buddhistic site near Jammu have been acquired. 

.loisqaities. Probably the date of these might be about the 

2nd or 3rd Century A. D. and they correspond to the Gandhara 
type very closely. A stone torso of Varnha Avatara is a welcome 
addition to the Brahmanic Gallery. 

10. Five gold, forty-four silver and seven copper coins 

„ . . were presented bv the following bodies 

Numismatic 1 ' ° 


Ill'll'll'. 

! 

u.,1,1. ! S.Imt. 

j 

Billion. 

Copper. 

Total. 

Tbe U overarm. lit of the United 
Provinces. 

1 

7 

•• 

5 

13 

The Government uf the Central 
Province*. 

• • 

6 

•• 

o 

8 

The Government ot Jo.lhpur State 

... 

1 ! 

•• 


1 

The Bombay Bran eh ISuysil Asiatic 
Society, Bombiu. 

1 

3'» 


! 

34 


5 i 

44 


7 

56 


The Annual lleport by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Zafar Hasan, 
Superintendent. Arclneological Survey, Northern Circle, Agra, 
on the Treasure Trove Coins i Muslim) discovered in the Punjab 
during the year 1933-36 is as follows 

“ Only one find was reported to me during the year under 
review and it consisted of 15 silver coins discovered at 
Chak No. 87/E. B., Tahsil Pakpattan, District Mont- 
gomery. The Deputy Commissioner, Montgomery, 
forwarding the coins to me related that they were 
found by a boy named Thakar who was 12 years of 
age. He w r as grazing his cattle in the fields of one 
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Punjab Singh near a mound when he noticed the 
edge of a small earthen vessel buried under the 
ground. He dug up and took out the vessel. On 
opening it \\ as found to contain old coins. The con- 
tents were shared between him and a fellow, Sundar 
Singh by name, aged 13 years. The discovery was 
reported on 3rd of February, 1936, by the Lambardar 
to police who took possession of the coins. The 
hoard includes the issues of the Mughal Emperors 
Shahjahan, Aurangzeb and Shah Alam I. The 
acquisition of the coins has been recommended and 
as soon as its proceedings are gone through, 
necessary steps will be taken for their distribu- 
tion. 

I had gone e®-lndia on b month's leave with effect from 
the loth of February, 1935, and the work of examining 
Treasure Trove coins (Muhammadan) that were to he 
found in the Punjab was Suspended for the period 
(vide G. O. No. 5215-L. S.-G. — Arch., dated 11th 
February 1935). Curiously no discovery was made 
during my absence, and the find mentioned above 
was the only one that was reported to me during 
the year 1935-36. ” 

The Annual Report on the Hindu and Buddhist Coins 
dealt with under the Treasure Trove Act during the year 1935- 
36, is as follows : — 

“ Two finds, one consisting of only one coin from a 
mound in village Harun, Tahsil Attock and the 
other of 10 copper coins from Dargai in Peshawar 
District were received, during the year under report 
by my predecessor, Mr. S. X. Gupta, from the 
Deputy Commissioner, Campbellpore, for examination 
and report. But the coins being too obliterated 
were returned. 

Another find from village Mian Ali Dogran in the 
Sheikhupura District has also been reported by the 
Deputy Commissioner, Sheikhupura. This find 
which consists of 2 gold, 3 silver, 11 copper coins 
and a terra-cotta disc has been examined and will be 
dealt witli under the Treasure Trove Act as soon as 
it has been acquired by the Deputy Commissioner, 
Sheikhupura. ” 

11. .Is prominent acquisitions to the textiles section can be 
Art nd Manu- mentioned one embroidered Phulkari, one 
factar* 11 * BU embroidered shawl, one Kashgari carpet, and one 
silk Lungi. 
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The thanks of the Punjab Government are due to Major 
J. C. Mullaly, 10/1 6th Punjab Regiment, Sialkot, for presenting 
to the Museum, two wooden Kafir figures from Bimborat Nullah 
in Chitral. 

12. Of the six paintings acquired this year, as prominent 
Painting* and nia Y mentioned one representing Ganapati on 

Manuscript*. a processional ride (Plate II) and another depict- 
ing the coronation ol Sri Rama Chandra. Two 
paintings represent Krishna’s activities (Plate III) and one 
modem painting is supposed to preserve the beautiful features of 
Nur Jahan. A Jaina and a Persian manuscript M ere also 
acquired. The former visualises amongst various other things, 
the conditions of life in Hell (Plate IV) and the latter is probab- 
ly a fragment of the Shah Nama (Plate V). 

13. The following books were purchased for the Libra- 

.... rv : — 

Library. * 

1. “ Indian Influences in Old Balinese Art by Dr. W. P. 

Stutterheim.” 

2. “ The Year Book of Oriental Art and Culture ” Text 
and Plates by Arthur TValey. 

3. “ A Guide to Elephauta ” by l)r. Hirananda Sastri. 

1. “ Secrets of Tibet ’’ bv Dr. Giuseppe Tucci and Caps. 

P. Ghersi. 

14. Tlie building was in a good condition throughout the 

Building. year needing only a few minor repairs. 


13. The Officiating Curator re arranged Tibetan, Nepalese 
, . and other Indian Bronzes as well as the Temple 

Work done in 1 


the Muceum. 


Banners. 


After the Curator’s return, as an experiment (a) 
One carpet has been put in an airtight and moth-proof 
glass show case, (b) About ninety paintings have been preserv- 
ed in similar moth-proof and rot-proof cases, main of them 
with aluminium hacking, while the rest have been preserved 
under double glasses. As a further precautionary step against 
the action of strong sunlight, damaging in course of time the 
brilliant colours, deep blue curtains of a similar sort as re- 
commended by the Curator to the Koval Scottish .Museum, 
Edinburgh, are being provided not only for all the show cases 
containing paintings, caligraphy, etc., but also for tho te 
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containing specimens of papier-mache and ivory miniature work. 
(c) All the wood work in the museum have again been chemi- 
cally treated by the Assisant to the Entomologist to the 
Punjab Government, the last occasion when a similar treat- 
ment was meted being in 1932. (d) The Curator . is now en- 

gaged in preparing a complete descriptive list of all the ob- 
jects that are now exhibited in the Tibetan, Brahmanic, Jain 
and the inscription galleries. 

hi. Twelve photographs were sold to the public. Fifty live 
copies of Buddha Story in stone by B . 

Sur- Hargreaves in English and eight copies of the 
plut coins. same in Urdu were also sold. Fifty sets of 

picture post-cards, four catalogues of coins by 
C. J. Bodgers and two copies of the Catalogue of Paintings 
by S X. Gupta were also sold. Nine copies of the printed 
list of slides were sold and thirteen presented gratis. 

The sale of duplicate and surplus coins totalled 201. , of 
which eighty-one were of cold and the rest copper. 

17. The expenditure was well kept within the sanctioned 
_. grant. The modified grant for the year under 

review was Rs. 1 S 120 as against Rs. 19.(500 of 
the previous year. 

The comparative figures for the last three years are as 




Bs. 

1933-34 

• • • 

21,200 

1934-37. 

• •• 

19,600 

1935-30 

. . 

IS, 420 


The sums credited to Government during the year 1935-36 
are as under : — 



Rs. 

A 

p, 

Sab-proceeds of photographs 

47 

3 

0 

Sale proceeds of ‘Buddiia Storv in Stone” 
in Knglish and Urdu 

til 

8 

0 

Sale-proceeds of ‘•Catalogue of Paint- 
ings” 

30 

0 

0 

Sale-pr ice, ds of “Catalogue of Coins”.,, 

8 

15 

0 

Sale-proc eds of picture poswards ... 

25 

6 

0 

Sale-precoeds of duplicate and surplus 
coins 

8,489 

0 

6 
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R*. a. P. 

Sale proceeds of tickets on Student’s "t 
Day, Rs. 7-')6-8-0 | 

}■ 7,438 3 0 

Sale»proceeds of tickets on other | 
days, Rs. 6,681- 11-0 J 

Sale-proceeds of Lintern Slides List, 

Lantern Lecture I ickefa and recov- 
ery of lending and detention fee of 
slides .. 71 lit 0 


Contribution of Lahore Vnnicipality .. 180 0 0 

Miscellaneous ... 17 6 0 


Total ... 11,339 3 0 

The following figures show the income received from the 
various sources during the last three years : — 



Rs. 

1933-34 

9,049 

1934-35 

9,250 

1935-36 

. . 11,339 


18, The usual statement of accounts and the list of addi- 
tions are appended herewith. 

K. X. STTA RAM, 
Curator, Central Museum, Lahore . 



Appendix A. 

STATEMENT OK BUCK I IT AND KXWiNl.ITIJKK FOR THE YEAR, 1036-36, 
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Appendix B. 

List or articles other than coins acquired por the Central 
Museum, Lah<>rf, durixc the year 1985-36. 


«^er Object with brief description. 

A. — Antiquities. 

03079- 1 

^■Eighteen old terra-cotta heads. Purchase;! . 

03096 J 

08097 An old terra-cotta elephant. Purchased. 

03108 A stone torso of Yaraiia Avato a, head damaged. 

03109 An old terra-cotta he id of Bnddh.i, t ars damaged. 


l T ma and Ushnisha indicated. Purchased. 


Purchased. 

eye s half open. 


B.—Art and Manufacture including textiles » 

03098 An embroidered PhulJcari. Purchased. 

03128 An emhroideri d shawl. Purchased. 

081*9 An embroidered lenti or belt with pouches and powder Hash. 

Purchased. 

03180 A Ka«hg.-iri old carpet. Purchased. 

03131 An Irani Jhul. Purchased. 

031114 A wooden figure seated with bis legs hanging down and h's hands 
clutching at the arms of the chair. Presented by Major J. C. 
MuUaly 10jl6th Punjab Regiment, Sialkot. 

03135 A wooden figure on hor.-ebick with » frontier kullah on head. 

Presented by Major J. C. MuUaly , lOjlfith Punjab Regiment. 
SialJcct. 

03140 An old silk Tungi with interwove i b irders and a darK hod v. 
Purchased- 


O . — Painting s and Manuscripts. 

0S049 A modem painting “ Km press Nur Jahan ” bv R. R. Roy. 
Purchased. 

08099 A Jaina Manuscript, containing 43 leaves with 26 paintings and 

11 ornamental drawings. P nr chased. 

08100 Kangra painting representing Radha standing with a lotus talking 

to Krishna, who holds his favourite flute in his right hand. 
Purchased. 

OSlOl An old Kangra painting representing Radha and Krishna 
affectionately po-ed. Radha is probably pointing to a lady on a 
Charpai with an infant. Purchased. 

03102 The coronation of Sri Rama Chan Ira. Purchased. 

03110 Ganapati riding on his father’s Nan li with his brother Sabrara- 
anva seated Dehind. His parents, Siva and I’arvati, his own 
vehicle the mouse and his brother's vehicle the peacock are also 
represented. Purchased. 

08127 An old Persian Manuscript containing 719 leaves with 24 paint- 
ings. Purchased. 

08141 Krishna killing Mahamaya the son of Maya. Puichascd. 





APPENDIX “C”. 

Statement showing coins received from various Governments and other sources during the year 1935-36. 
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Plate II.— Ganapati riding on his father's >'andi 












Plate Y. — An episode from the Shah Nama 
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